Dr« Willi am Joiinson 3 /I 6 / 0 O 

187 Thomas '^ohnaon Drive, #3 
Frederick, ® 21702 

Dear Dr. Johnson, 

In yesterday's substitute for the conference that :iad been requested of 
me by Gambro, in response to what I regard as avery serious offense by Gambro 
that also and repeatedly inflicted more pain tha#/ I recall, I was given the 
usual conjectures that, as with tiiem all, lacked any substance at all or any 
contact wij^h any kind of reality, invading medical reality* offered tlie 



baseless conjecture tliat the nuri 



oS the plastic suturo because 



it was loose, as it was not, and for that roason to remov e it* Usually witiiin 
my gxprirmekperienc e tliey are cut off unless they are of metal# 

And no sooner had you stopped at ray recliner than as tiiough by magic Ms# 
Terri and Joan Cornell also appeared there* I do not recal^ Terri ever having 
jpined ypu tliefe in the past# And most of what contact Ife# ComeiLl had with me 
were notjLn iny iuterust but in Gambro *s# As when in that first of these meeti^i 
you heara her promise that the ip208 that Gambro had stuck me with for the un- 
necessary aiabulancG charge tliat was caused 0ejilualvely in its interest and was 
the result of its gross negligence^ would bj returned to me* has not yet hap- 
pened and I can only wonder if tliis dishonesty will continue unless Gambro is 
compelled to belated honesty* 

It happens that my akin is old, thin and fragile and subject to itcMng 

£or which, as I told you^TSSTGambro liad no interest in'”Si^for which I have 

o 

been treated for more tljan aiz years* I can contr^ this itching when I am 
av/ake but I cannot my sleep and over tlie years I liave inflicted much damage 
on myself by this nottumal scratching* I was conce^ie^ about the occasional itch 
in the area of tlie Catheter and just before last I had asked a Gambro 

technici 

. . 0^ 

tive 




if tliat spot could be pi*otected from scratching. Her detailed informa- 
adcompanled by lior examination and then sketching of it was that the 

cattle ter was needed for protection and WQiuld remain theie as long as necessary# jLd 

I I^IPX ' 

4Cside from tb; fact that when duTiiing that severe iiain I asked lid* Barb 
what slie was doing and why she did not tell me tliat tlie suture was loose, as you 
made up- and then could have asked her is you had real ly wanted to kznekne^^^ste 
did, ttid.ee, give me an entii^ely tlifferent so-called explanation about which I 
wrote you before you made this ri nrH insulting and impossible pretended 

justification up - out of nothing but a desire to protect Gambro no matter how 
serious and often/, its offenses are* 

Before you added t.' is fiction to the collection of them you liave ailways 
offered to explain what can be explained in no other way*, I wrote you that 



the I'la. Bacb infllicted on me v;a3 greater tiian I recall from quite a few 

surgeries several of wtiich I was not expected to survive. There all/ 

, . A 

uii0so 3UPgeri0s sutures to be removed* 3oiae*time3 tnhot \i\iz paijoJldLi not 

seriously painful as this was. 1 have had fTiVfh removed without anastlaesia and 

uivat also was not nearly as painful, iior was the insertion or removal of the 

several access methods with which you are familiar. 



In no Case was any l c i. nd of stitch removed anywhere on my body by 
repeated and painful1«i±^ jerking until it finally broke, about a half- 
iii dozen xitrong and painful pulls and jerks - without any warning for 
any one of tliem, as had been Uambro's practise when the access in my upper 
arm was used and only the hollow needle was inserted in it then* 

In none of the not infrequent earlier experiences was any stitch removed 
that I can remember being removed other than by cutting it. This was also true 
of the stout metal stitches I recall after the heart surgeiy. Anri 1 do not re- 
member an^ of those earlier expediences to have indicated any need for any Hnri 
of pain killer, is tiiis experieg' sure as he4l did have tp indic^fe to anyone with * 

<^ny kind of experience, as the nurses do and did have. And as the technicians 
should }iave known of. 

I regard tliis as outrageous and anti— professional .^rsonal abuse »nri none 
of the childish explanations you tried to come up with does a thing but rio n ie a n 
|you and make your fuctiontae" as the Gambro medical consultant into an indecency. 

lihat I have reported regularly, including to^ou, personally, remains without 
expianation or even conjecture, tliat instead of f ilin g better and being more 
aule as the benefit of this dialysis the opposite it true. To begin with I felj 
no bet;.er at sU, although as you liad indicated eai:lie:% a,t did diminish the lining, 
doincidli^ with the first of the controversies, ovl^^therimproper and potentially 
dangerous. dnnouncad discontinuation of the pro^BBBj«Ta5Sraed by it 14/ its litera- 
ture it gahe me and authoidzed and paid for-4l|?^dicare, I grew sin gl y 

weaker and unsteady on my feet by the dialysis. l4pconfident tliat I reported 
to tlie Uambro technicians and nurses I did also to you. Without even a conjecture 
in response. If it is not the function of the medical director to respond to 

questions like this and he also conjectures insti^id of explaining what is hurtful 
to me, wliat is his role otlier than to cover up fromw whatever Gambro does? iio 
matter how wrong or potentiadiy serious it may bo, 

ibr each of tJie meetings GambroT^requested with me it chose a Wednesday, a 
day of dialysis, and knowing that not so long after I am horm* i g^w 

more unsteady on my feet anti much more wore out. iiefore the first of these controversies 
i was able to do some ^hoppikg and to use that time for more walking, which for 
yea* 3 has been important to me. Since the first of these controversies, as I have told 



5 



GambTO more once, I do not le._ve holn^^ until the ne-.t momin^j* fiarly on I 

tldnk I driven to a medical apijointment that afternoon b^t if my recollecjaon 

on that is correct, I liad myself driven bec^iuse I Wiuitea to take no chances with 
_ of to- 

sax' ety« fot in asking me to be at another these Xr-now always cancelled conferences, 

A 

all on (iambro's request, lism Uomell again insisted on having it after the Viednes- 

day dialysis, 'fhis time she indicated that it might be more than an houig? after 

Lhe dialysis is ended. I w;oit you to knovi in advance tliat I refused that. 

i'is. Cornell suggested tliat I use taxis both ways or one to take me home and 
then another to bring me back to retrieve my car.-Sihe did not offer to pay for 
^rixGm and 1 decline to subsidize CJaijibro^ v/hich lias been systematically abusing me. 

I did accept that the meeting begin immodiately after the end of my dialysis, 
but if it does not then begin id.tliiii a few udiiutes, I will take no chance^with safety 

and ifill drive home wiiile it is stilly as for months it has been safe for me. 

I presume that tiie insistence on a Vtednesday is because tiiat is the day a 
^iumbro higher-up is tixere. Canbro local people may find that an important interest 
to svjrve and I offered to go% to tlie Gembro center on a non-dialysis day, which 
was refused, but that is not going to be at thi; cost of subjecting me to any pos- 
sible danger. I aiQ again going to ask a friend to be with me, as I^is. Cornell sug- 
gesteu, but I am not going to waste more o;^ his day for him for the Gambro conven- 
ience^-^ 1 (t\ e r I 

I intend to tr^me myself tuis coming ^^ednesdiay add I am informing you of that 
in advance. I will wait about fivti minutes or so i-iod if in 'that time this i^erson- 
age is nStj^!?ree X ^fill gx) liome. 

All those things that should, not Jiave happened and liave come in succession after 
each disagreement in \;hich i liave pretested Gambro's violations of whgt 1 regard as 
its obligations, ®hose tilings includisj^ serious and repeated pains, the only one of 
tliem you iiave not insisted was no more than a cgiiacidence - and which were not 

visited on me on any ^^l^icr "occasion. I'^is rei^etition of very painful 

expeiiences tliis past i*rid^ follovjed otub not agreeing on wliat is **concidenoe** of 

Q A 

Ganiro*s effort to make me agree with wiiat it wonts and is both inproper and of poten- 
tial danger to me. By now t&s what you have attv-ibuted to **coiincidenjie'‘ is a major 
defiancebf the odds - and thi::. time you do not even attribut^ this inflictioiyj of 
U/ liat to me iji major pain to that and you invent the fiction that the'sEiiiBk plastic 
j suture was loose, as it was not, and that loose sut^es are removed by infliating 

pain on the patient JM^tkw^rathor than bu cutting them off painlessly. I repeat that 

Hs. Barb did not given mt^^TinysuCh^explanat^ All she said tlmt tliat she had to 

^ M i U/ 

"vfra^“'what she referred to as it. TMs is not even a suggestion tiiat the suttu^as 

loose. lou^invented tiiat to avoid your aiediceil re^nsibil4tiea<^. which included 

learning tiiat pain was inflicted on mo. In any evunt, it was not b» “coin- 



cidence” tliat tills pain was inflicteoU I aay delibera1;ely ini' lei ted. It also 
was not for any mepUcal reason^ . Aind-it was with your attoeptance and childish 
attemtpt to Justify it wiih you? that it could have been because that 
suture v/as loose - as it was not# 

(rambro, inciuding you, haiie left me no choice but to make and leave a record 
dl these untoward tliin/iS and for ray esecutors to bo avforo of thora^l^i^iniilng now# 
There are few ways I would want to have tp waste tii:© tlian on this, as I also 
did not want to waste all tliat time in the nursing home, to which I did not 
want to go from tlit^ hospital anyway, but as I discharged ^self from tlie nursing 
home after satisfying mysell' tliat there was^o i*eason not to and the home aid you 
as its assistant medical director did not /if j]6d would not do , I do make Shis 
record to add to those of the past# As I will also in the future if these apparent 
needs continue# 

If, as I sincerely hope they do not,^toy do continue, I think that (iambro, 
including you^ would do well to conside^Ca*-/ those \iho have an interest in my 



work may well suspect and do if they do so suspect and Htsay# 

I also record in this that on Wednesday you again delined to penoit me to 
visit and confer with yow in your office rather than in the Gombro environment# 

Sincerely, j 

llsUAmJMl 



Harold Welsberg 



